
K-8 Literacy Curriculum 
Adoption



What has moved us to take action THIS YEAR
IT’S TIME!

● Our nation’s poor reading scores have remained stagnant for decades.

● These data have led us to SHIFT our thinking and now our practices about 
how we teach reading and support students who struggle to learn how to 
read.



The truths that have guided our process…
● 95% of elementary students, regardless of background, are cognitively capable of 

learning to read when they receive sufficient direct instruction on the foundational 
skills of reading. 

● Developing good readers required ongoing comprehension support that includes:
○ Morphological Awareness - study of how words are formed and structured
○ Explicit vocabulary instruction
○ Expanding Background Knowledge 

● Good News - The decades of neuroscience research is becoming more public and 
provides insight on how students learn to read. 

● This science - or science of reading - is now guiding the process we used to select 
curricula we will use to teach reading (and writing) and the instructional strategies 
teachers will use to help ALL children learn to read

- Resource: Narrowing the Third-Grade Reading Gap



Literacy Adoption Research Foundation
Connected to Critical Components of the 
Science of Reading

○ Simple View of Reading 
■ Word Decoding X Language 

Comprehension = Reading 
Comprehension

○ Scarborough Reading Rope (pictured to the 
right)

What does Science of Reading instruction 
include?

○ Systematic, explicit instruction of 
foundational skills

○ Knowledge building and vocabulary 
development

How do the new curricula components 
connect to the Science of Reading?

○ Professional Development and Planning
○ Whole Class Instruction
○ Small Group Instruction 
○ Independent Practice
○ Assessment



Professional Books and PD Stitched Into This Work



2023- 2024 Curriculum Committee Members
Elementary School Committee (29 members)

9 teachers representing grade levels K-2

10 teachers representing grade levels 3-5

4 special education representatives 

1 AVID representative

3 Literacy Instructional Coaches

2 Administrative representatives

Middle School Committee (16 members)

2 teachers from Franklin Middle School

2 teachers from Grant Middle School

1 representative from Iles School

2 teachers from Jefferson Middle School

2 teachers from Lincoln Magnet School

2 teachers from Washington Middle School

1 Alternative ELA teacher from Douglas

5 department chairs

2 ELA special education teachers

2 district leaders from Student Support Services 



Curriculum Adoption Rubric Focus Areas: Elementary
Almost 1000 collective hours of research and collaboration

Sept. 21:  Kick-off/Learning of the rubric

Oct. 26:  Reading Comprehension, Background 
Knowledge, & Vocabulary 

Dec. 5:  Writing, Fluency, Oracy

Jan. 11: Phonics, Phonemic Awareness, Culturally 
Responsiveness & Equity                                                          

Feb. 1 & 5: Overall Instruction, Usability          



K- 8 Literacy Curriculum Adoption Timeline 
● District Literacy Team 

○ Developed a rubric with guidance from various sources 
● Committee Members Met to Evaluate Curriculum

○ Kick-Off
○ Full-days in October, December, January, February
○ Huddle for final evaluations, collaboration and voting- February 22

● Open House
○ January 17, 1:30-4:00
○ January 29, 2:30-4:30

● Curriculum Company Presentations
○ Middle/High School: Tuesday, January 9
○ Elementary: Thursday, February 1 & Monday, February 5

● Curriculum Council Presentation 
○ Thursday, February 22 

● Professional Development 
○ May, June, August 2024, and continuous support for the duration of the contract

● K-8 Implementation 
○ 2024  - 2025 School Year 

                                            



 
Benchmark Advance

English Language Arts
2024

Benchmark Education

Elementary School



 & Writing













Digital Dashboard





                       ELL Supports/Resources







Cost of Program

Benchmark Advance

$1,912,575.00 

This price includes materials and professional development.



Questions?



Middle School

myPerspectives
English Language Arts

2024

SAVVAS



● Units are organized by relevant themes 
and essential questions to provoke 
thought and help connect to students’ lives

● Grounded in Research and 
Evidence-Based Practices

● Aligned with Illinois Learning Standards 
and the IL Comprehensive Literacy Plan

● Includes both print and digital text and 
tools for teaching and learning 

● Integrated with Canvas

myPerspectives English Language Arts





Student-Centered Learning

Each unit is backward designed from the Performance-Based 
Assessment and provides a gradual release instructional model. 

Whole-Class Learning- The teacher models close reading and 
writing. 

Peer-Group Learning- Students work in teams to read, discuss, 
and complete a project. 

Independent Learning-  Students apply the skills they’ve learned.





Reading
● Multi-genre units including visual and digital Texts
● Reading passages are relevant, diverse, and include a balance of 

current and classic texts.
● Vocabulary: Concept Vocabulary, Word Walls, and a focus on 

word parts (i.e. Prefix, Root, Suffix)
● Direct instruction on a reading strategy within daily lessons
● Graphic organizers to aid in comprehension
● Student collaborative-learning opportunities (aligned with AVID)
● Reading comprehension is rooted in critical and higher thinking 

levels (DOK/Bloom’s)





Reading Support
● Bridge Text- An accessible version of the core texts. Literary texts 

include a combination of original and summarized passages and 
informational texts are written with simplified vocabulary and 
sentence structures.

● Language Coach- On-the-spot reading comprehension and 
language support.

● Reading Strategies Support- Available before and during reading 
for whole-class or individual support.

● Audio with Word Highlighting with adjustable speed.
● Additional Standards Practice for responsive teaching.



Writing

● Every unit begins with a mentor text that is written in the same 
mode as the Writing Performance Task.

● Students write in a variety of genres, both informally and 
formally to share their perspectives.

● Every unit includes a writing task that takes the students through 
the full writing process as well as shorter writing tasks.

● Units include actionable checklists for students and conferring 
tips for teachers.

● Explicit grammar instruction taught within the writing process



Culturally Responsiveness and Equity

Aligned to Five 
PURSUITS:

Identity
Skills

Intellectualism
Criticality

Joy

 Dr. Gholdy Muhammad



Student Engagement, Choice and Voice

Choice in independent reading, writing topics, and 
unit projects in each unit. 



ELL Support

● Translation Tool- provides translation of all texts in over 
100 languages 

● Multilingual Glossaries
● Instructional Notes for in the Teachers’ Editions specifically 

for multilingual learners
● Access to all the online reading support tools. 



Cost of Program

myPerspectives

$1,400,882.00

This price includes materials and professional development.





Questions?


